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“This Septcmher my [ootball team and I had a
v [oothall gamé in the Indian qpfnh% Colt’s Stadium.” That's
0f & the lead of one of last year's pieces. One of this year's leads
" goes something like this. “You go deeper into the sparkling
blue occan water. You dunk your hE’td lo meet a big gray
sca creature ghding right next Lo you.” Yeah, you get the
point. I've lcarncd about catchy beginnings for my writing
from second grade and further.
A
Good wriling comes from good teaching. Good
A writing also comes from reading good books. One of the
Pr,af\:;j‘ ‘reasons [ have improved in writing is that I read a hook
ARG called The Report Card. It’s about a girl who has a hard
time with her writing gmrie*s Then she buckles down '"md o\
gets her wriling done. It gu es a great example of the o0 0
beginning of a portfolio piece. It explained what happened,
when it lﬂppgned and how it changed her. After reading
o this, I thought, “7 could write like rhar, and [ could. How
abou[, you! How did you get started in your writing?

Teachers arc good sources of information in writing (¢
too. The lesson my 4% grade teacher, Mrs. J- gave |
that helped me in writing the most was to prove it. 'T'his ~-|“_ Ui
means that you need to give examples of what you write L= ¢

about. You need to tell what your expericnce is and Explam)
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how you had it. For example tell what's involved, where it Ev “\5
Ad

happened, when it happened, and how the situation got 7
started. You need to show what’s going on. Not just tell
what’s going on. This really helps in the process of writing a

L Enry [
piece. o nalye's

e

Adding details (I'll admit) was one area I wasn’t very
good with. Details to me were just like getting ready for
guests to visit my housc. NOT A BIG DEAL!!! But that
changed in the third grade, during my first conference to be
precise. The first time Mrs. W saw my writing she said,

" “Child, you better buckle down and start adding some

detail.” My mind was then fixed on adding details. After
that adding detail wasn’t just a “no hustle” anymore.
Actually, adding details in portfolio pieces was my #1 rule
from then on. It wasn’t easy, but now laok at the good
pieces ['ve written. Ev ffn*thmg ['ve learned about writing is
from parents and EE‘&ChLI\ al ;'f'

¥ Me, being inspired to write? No way, well maybe just a
/ little bit. Here’s how the story goes. | was my dad’s #1 fan.
/ g
L} He was my favorite person in the whole w Dﬂd So when 1

was struggling in writing, of course I went to him. But when
I found out my dad really liked writing, 1 had to change my
attitude about it, It was mostly because I wanted to be just
like him. Yeah, I took his advice about adding more details
and learned that writing can actually be pretty cool.
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Editing helps me to find crrors in my piece and helps i

lo make it sound better. I have two ways to help me find ;\Lﬂﬂ
mistakes in my wriling. One, conference with a teacher. \ '
They can help you find mistakes casily. Two, have someong =
read my picce aloud. Hearing my piece read aloud

sometimes helps me find mistakes that I wouldn’t find

reading it alone. When I hear my piece, man do [ hear
mistakes. Left and right they come at me. It’s mistake -~
mania! I remember the first ime I had someone read a

piece lo.me. [ was very amazed by the mistakes I missed.

From then on, I even sometimes read my own piece aloud

while I'm working on it. That recally helps me.
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Another way | enjoy writing is to wrile a letter to a
friend. When writing in general, I like to add a lot of details.
But when writing to a [riend, the details would be what has
happened, whal is happening, and what will happen. 1
would make sure to use the “who, what, when, where, why,

.. and how’s.” I like to add all of these when I'm writing (o

them becausc a lot of my [riends are very far away in
Washington Stale and I don’t see them often. I really have
to work to make it sound good.

What’s my favorite piece this year? That'll have to be e
my memoir. Not only because it brought back great .;f\fiﬁ“fl”{; e
memories but I learned new concepts about writing. Take
brainstorming for example. First, we had to think of what
we wanted (o write about. Then, we had to think of when it
happened, what’s the relationship you had with it, those
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kinds of things. Thinking of these types of memories helped
me pul together a proficient piece.,

A
I didn’t wrile at all in kjndcrgarten and [irst grades.

“ So, I didn’t get all the writing experience [ needed. But

when [ did start wriling, | actually thought it was pretty fun,
I mean, it wasn’t that bad. Things got a little harder in
third grade. But I could handle it. Now, in the fourth grade,
writing is more dillicult. It’s sometimes hard. We have
longer pieces to write and we have to choose our own topic.
I guess you could say it’s not my favorite subject. The point
is, the higher the gr ade levels, the harder the writing scems A2
to be. You have to tell }fﬁurﬂclf you're going to get it over .
with. Then just jot your ideas down and put together your
picce.

I hope this piece has given you tips for writing. All you
have to do is follow directions and always listen to your
teacher for advice. 'T'hat reminds me of the time.... never
mind, Just follow these tips and you will be able to create a
proficient picce. Thal’s all the time we have [or now, and
remember, always listen to your teacher. They know best.
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My Life in Writing

By

“I'his September, my [ootball team and I had a
football gamé in the Indianapolis Colt’s Stadium.” That’s
the lead of one of last year’s pieces. One of this year’s leads
goes something like this. “You go deeper into the sparkling
blue ocean water. You dunk your head to mect a big gray
sea creature gliding right next to you.” Yeah, you get the
point. Pve learned about catchy beginnings for my writing
from second grade and further.

Good writing comes from good leaching, Good
writing also comes from reading good books, One of the
reasons | have improved in writing is that I read a book
called The Report Gard. It’s about a girl who has a hard
lime with her writing gradcs. Then she buckles down and
gets her writing done. It gives a great example of the
beginning of a portfolio piece. It explained what happened,
when it happened, and how it changed her. After reading
this, I thought, “I could write like that,” and I could. How
about you? How did you get started in your writing?

Teachers are good sources of information in writing
too. The lesson my 4 grade teacher, Mrs. ], =~ gave
that helped me in writing the most was to prove it. This
means that you need to give examples of what you write
about. You need to tell what your experience is and explain



how you had it. For example tell what’s involved, where it
happened, when it happened, and how the situation got
started. You need to show what’s going on. Not just tell
what’s going on. This really helps in the process of writing a
picce,

Adding details (Il admit) was one area I wasn’t very
good with. Details to me were just like getting ready for
guests to visit my house. NOT A BIG DEAL!!! But that
changed in the third grade, during my first conference to be
precise. The first time Mrs. W saw my wriling she said,
*“Child, you better buckle down and start adding some
detail.” My mind was then fixed on adding details, After
that adding detail wasn’t just a “no hustle” anymore.
Actually, adding details in portfolio picces was my #1 rule
from then on. It wasn’t easy, but now look at the good
pieces 've written. Everything I've learned about writing is
from parents and teachers.

Me, being inspired to wrile? No way, well maybe just a
little bit. Herce’s how the story goes. I was my dad’s #1 fan.
He was my favorite person in the whole world. So when I
was struggling in writing, of course I went to him. But when
I'found out my dad really liked writing, I had to change my
allitude about it. It was mostly because | wanted to be just
like him. Yeah, I took his advice about adding more details
and learned that writin g can actually be pretty cool.



Lditing helps me to [ind errors in my picce and helps
to make it sound better, I have two ways to help me find
mistakes in my writing, One, conference with a teacher.
They can help you [ind mistakes easily. Two, have someone
read my piece aloud, Hearing my piece read aloud
sometimes helps me find mistakes that [ wouldn’t find
reading it alone. When 1 hear my piece, man do [ hear
mistakes. Left and right they come at me. It’s mistake
mania! | remember the first time I had someone read a
picce to me. I was very amazed by the mistakes I missed.
I'rom then on, I even sometimes read my own picee aloud
while I'm working on it. "That really helps me.

Another way I enjoy writing is to write a letter Lo a
friend. When writing in general, I like to add a lot of details,
But when writing to a friend, the details would be what has
happened, what is happening, and what will happen. 1
would make surc to use the “who. what, when, where, why,
and how’s.” [ like 1o add all of these when I'm writing to
them because a lot of my friends are very [ar away in
Washington Statc and I don’t see them often, 1 really have
to work to make it sound good.

What's my favorite piece this year? Tha(’ll have to be
my memoir, Not only because it brought back great
memories but I learned new concepts about writing, Take
brainstorming for example. First, we had to think of what
we wanted to write about. Then, we had to think of when it
happened, what’s the relationship you had with it, those



kinds of things. Thinking of these types of memories helped
me pul together a proficient piece.

[ didn’t write at all in kindergarten and first srades.
So, [ didn’t get all the writing experience I necded. But
when | did start writing, [ actually thought it was pretty fun.
I mean, 1t wasn’t that bad. Things got a little harder in
third grade. But I could handle it. Now, in the fourth grade
writing is more difficult. It’s sometimes hard. We have
longer pieces to write and we have to choose our own topic.
I guess you could say it’s not my lavorite subject. The point
is, the higher the grade levels, the harder the writing scems
to be. You have to tell yourself you’re going to get it over
with. Then just jot your ideas down and put together your
piece.

o

I hope this piece has given you tips for writing. All yon
have to do is follow directions and always listen to your
teacher for advice. That reminds me of the time.... never
muind. Just follow these tips and you will be able to creale a
proficient piece. That’s all the time we have [or now, and
remember, always listen (o your teacher. They know best.
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